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Gray, Ms. Ross will continue in the family tra-
dition of service and commitment to the com-
munity.

It is unfortunate for the children of district 13
that Ms. Ross no longer lends her special
touch to the New York City Board of Edu-
cation. As she becomes accustomed to a well-
deserved retirement, it is certain, however,
that she will continue in some capacity as an
inspiration to colleagues, parents, children,
and staff. Her professional know-how and her
sharp political savvy have in no way lessened
her personal warmth and caring. In the 11th
Congressional District she is appreciated as a
great pillar of dedication and empowerment.
Margaret Ross is a ‘‘point-of-light’’ providing a
bright and glowing inspiration for all to follow.
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Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
mend the work of California Assemblyman
Tom Bates on the occasion of the tribute din-
ner in his honor on November 11, 1995. His
distinguished record in the California Legisla-
ture includes 214 bills signed into law and a
public policy legacy that spans 24 years. His
foresights in putting forward innovative, vision-
ary bills has earned him the strong support of
his constituents who have reelected him 10
times to the assembly, often with more votes
than were cast in any other assembly district.

First elected in 1976, Mr. Bates has played
a central role in the framing of virtually all pro-
gressive social service policy in the State. He
is the lead Democrat in the assembly on wel-
fare reform issues affecting those with disabil-
ities, foster care, senior services and the myr-
iad social issues that confront the State. His
work has touched the lives of disadvantaged
Californians, helping to build a State that rec-
ognizes the potential of all its citizens.

He served as chair of the assembly human
service committee for 12 years—the longest
any legislator has ever chaired that committee.
He is currently the committee vice chair. We
have benefited nationally from Tom Bates’
work as well. He convened the first hearings
in the country on the feminization of poverty
and founded and served as cochair of the
Joint Task Force on the Changing Family, the
first such legislative task force in the country.
These initiatives sparked national discussion
and action on the need to support today’s
changing families.

He has shared his expertise in social wel-
fare with legislatures throughout the country,
chairing the National Conference of State Leg-
islatures Committee on Children and Families
and cochairing the NCSL on Welfare Reform.

Among his many accomplishments in social
service legislation are laws to provide the first
State funding for independent living centers,
establish innovative mental health programs,
provide integrated long-term care services to
the elderly, strengthen child support laws and
help families move from welfare to work.

First and foremost, Tom Bates is an envi-
ronmentalist. He has served on the assembly
of natural resources committee for 19 years,
longer than any current member of the legisla-
ture. He has consistently received a 100 per-

cent proenvironment voting score. Under his
guidance, key policies have been adopted to
preserve and enhance the environment. An
outspoken advocate of open space preserva-
tion, he has been instrumental in creating, pre-
serving and developing nearly two dozen
parks and recreational areas in California’s
East Bay communities. Most notably, he car-
ried the legislation to create the Eastshore
State Park which, when completed, will be one
of California’s premier urban waterfront parks,
running along San Francisco Bay shoreline
from Oakland to Richmond.

At a time when many elected officials gov-
ern by poll results, Tom Bates is guided by an
innate sense of fairness, a commitment to
equality and an unyielding willingness to work
on the behalf of his constituents. California
and the Nation owe him a debt of gratitude for
his energetic, visionary and far reaching public
service.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, for many years

now, I have joined my colleagues in congratu-
lating the leaders of the Republic of China on
Taiwan on their national day. This year, I wish
to draw my colleagues’ attention to an excel-
lent book written by Frederick Chien, the Re-
public of China’s Foreign Minister.

Taiwan has worked hard to normalize rela-
tions between themselves and the Chinese
communists, motivated somewhat by fear of
military invasion. After summer missile tests,
the People’s Republic of China are threatening
other tests if Taiwan does not abandon its
pragmatic diplomacy.

In recent years, in exercising pragmatic di-
plomacy, Taipei has been able to maintain
diplomatic relations with nearly 30 countries
and to increase their official representation in
other countries. Furthermore, pragmatic diplo-
macy has also allowed Taipei to make great
progress in joining international organizations.
The ROC became an official member of the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation in Novem-
ber 1991 and was granted observer status in
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
in September 1992. Meanwhile, Taipei seeks
to return to the United Nations.

Foreign Minister Chien’s success in imple-
menting pragmatic diplomacy is carefully doc-
umented in his new publication: ‘‘Opportunity
and Challenge’’, published by Arizona State
University. I enjoyed reading Minister Chien’s
analysis of the post-cold war era and the im-
plications for countries such as Taiwan. The
book offered fascinating reading about Chien,
a well-bred diplomat, educated at China and
at Yale—whose leadership in the late 20th
century came at a critical juncture in history.
Chien’s dedication to his country, to his wife
Julia, their children, and his friends, represents
the sum total of ‘‘Opportunity and Challenge.’’

‘‘Opportunity and Challenge’’ is a chronicle
of Minister Chien’s successes and disappoint-
ments during the last 6 years in the ROC’s
foreign ministry. It is a must reading for any-
one interested in the Republic of China’s re-
cent diplomatic history. No one individual has
occupied a more pivotal place in ROC’s diplo-
matic annals than Fred Chien.

Congratulations to Fred and best wishes to
the Republic of China on its national day.
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to bring to the attention of my colleagues the
100th anniversary of the founding of the Holy
Savior Church of Wilkes-Barre, PA. This mile-
stone will be commemorated at a banquet on
November 12, 1995, and I am proud to have
been asked to participate in the celebration.

As one approaches the city of Wilkes-Barre,
it is difficult not to notice the twin spires of this
beautiful Gothic church. Since 1895, the stone
and brick structure has stood as a monument
to those whose faith and hard work erected it
as a place of worship. The parish began under
the able leadership of Rev. John J. Curran. Its
parishioners were mostly immigrant coal min-
ers. After working all day in the mines, the
miners would come to the construction site to
help build the church. Father Curran was a
staunch advocate of labor and stood with the
miners during the famous strike of 1902.

In fact, President Theodore Roosevelt
turned to Father Curran for help in resolving
labor disputes with miners during the early
part of this century. After Father Curran en-
tered into the labor dispute negotiations, the
mineowners surrendered some of their de-
mands and the miners won their first labor vic-
tory. A friendship developed between Father
Curran and the President, and Roosevelt be-
came a frequent visitor to the parish.

In addition to having a long history of na-
tional significance, the Holy Savior Church
was blessed to have benefited from the lead-
ership of Msgr. Andrew J. McGowan. During
his tenure at the Holy Savior Church, Mon-
signor McGowan provided spiritual guidance
to the many people who came from all over
northeastern Pennsylvania to hear his mes-
sages. Monsignor McGowan is well know
throughout northeastern Pennsylvania as a
community leader who brings the values of the
church to everyday concerns of ordinary peo-
ple.

Mr. Speaker, Holy Savior Church is a land-
mark of great historical significance in north-
eastern Pennsylvania. It is a tribute to early
parishioners who sacrificed so much to build a
place to worship and to its modern day parish-
ioners who carry on the tradition of faith in our
community. I am pleased to have had the op-
portunity to bring the proud history of the Holy
Savior Church to the attention of this Con-
gress.
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Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, I had the
opportunity to testify before the Subcommittee
on the Western Hemisphere on a matter near
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